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DEDICATION 


TO   MY   BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS,    AND  THE   CHILDREN  Or 

UNCLE    JOHN   AND   RACHEL  SMITH, 

I    DEDICATE  THIS   BIT  OF   INFORMATION   AND   HOPE  THEY 

WILL  DO  AS   I   SHALL,  TRANSMIT  A  COPY    TO   EACH   OF  THEIR 

CHILDREN   WITH    SUCH   ADDITIONAL    PERSONAL  AND 

FAMILY   HISTORY  OF  THEMSELVES    AND    FAMILIES   AS    THEY 

MAY   IN    THEIR  JUDGMENT   DEEM    PROPER, 

SO  THAT   IN    THE   AGES  TO  COME, 

OUR  CHILDREN   AND  THEIR  CHILDREN   AND  CHILDREN'S 

CHILDREN    MAN    KNOW   SOMETHING   OF 

THEIR   ANCESTRY. 

"Days  ami  years  revolve  but  slowly, 
Time  is  tediuus  to  the  young. 
In  the  hope  of  coming  pleasure 
Oft  we  wish  our  days  were  gone. 

Soon  they  By,  we  know  not  whither, 
Age  comes  on  us  unawares. 
All  our  hopes  ami  promised   pleasures 
Pass  away  with  passing  years." 

YER\     TRULY, 
YOUR   BRO  III  ER  AND  C<  >USIN, 

Byron  A.  Beeson. 


June,  189S. 


OBJECT 

IN    ISSUING  THIS  LEAFLET. 

First — To  gratifv  my  own  desire  to  know  as  much 
as  possible  of  my  ancestry. 

Second — To  inspire  a  disposition  of  genealogical 
inquisitiveness  among  my  relatives  that  will  cause 
them  to  make  further  research. 

Third — To  promote  a  zeal  for  good  citizenship 
that  will  serve  as  an  anchor  in  our  daily  walks  in  life 
to  the  end  that  no  stain  will  mar  the  pages  of  our 
ancestors'  history. 

Let  us  endeavor  to  emulate  their  records  for  hon- 
esty, sobrietv,  industry  and  loyalty,  that  it  may  be 
said  that  the  world  is  the  gainer  in  more  senses  than 
one  on  account  of  the  Deeson  family. 
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HENRY  BEESQN 

FOUNDCK  OF  UNIONTOWN,  I' 


INTRODUCTION 

SO  far  as  I  can  learn,  our  ancestry  is  one  of  at  least 
average  ability — intellectually  and  socially.  As 
far  back  as  I  can  trace  them,  they  were  of  the  religi- 
ons society  of  Friends,  commonly  called  "Quakers." 
rhey  were  a  people  of  more  than  an  average  size 
avoirdupois  and  lived  more  than  the  average  number 
of  years  allotted  to  men.  Being  strong-,  robust  and 
ambitions,  they  were  very  naturally  found  among  the 
frontiersmen  of  their  day.  They  are  noted  for  large 
families. 

Of  father's  family  the}'  were  farmers,  mechanics, 
business  and  professional  men.  A  goodly  number 
of  doctors  were  among  them.  A  few  over-ambitious 
ones  strayed  off  into  politics.  One  or  two  got  into 
the  Legislature  and  in  county  and  state  offices.  One 
at  least  went  to  Congress  and  one  was  a  District 
Judge. 

My  father  and  my  uncle.  John  Smith,  in  their  mar- 
riage, exchanged  sisters,  so  that  the  children  of  each 
family  are  equally  related,  as  it  were  "things  equal 
to  the  same  thing  are  equal  to  each  oth<  r." 

Of  mother's  ancestry  they  were  mostly  farmers 
and  mechanics.      A  few  were  businesss  men. 

Mother  informs  me  that  her  mother  helpt  1  to  make 
the    bed   on    which    President    Washington    slept    the 


night     after    his     inauguration    as    president    of     the 
United  States.      Honors  are  easy. 

None  to  my  knowledge  have  ever  been  tried  for  a 
crime  against  the  laws  of  their  country.  Their  his- 
tory is  that  of  "Peace  on  earth  and  good  will  toward 
man". 

None  to  my  knowledge  have  become  millionaires, 
although  a  few  can  count  their  worldly  possessions 
by  tens  of  thousands.  None  have  been  classed 
among  the  worthless  or  profligates.  They  were  not 
all,  however,  without  fault. 

After  four  years  of  time  in  getting  this  information, 
I  am  well  satisfied  with  the  general  results,  and  want 
to  thank  my  father's  cousin,  Edward  Beeson,  of  Fon- 
dulac,  Wisconsin,  and  my  uncle,  David  Smith,  of 
West  Liberty,  Iowa,  and  Uncle  John  O.  Beeson,  of 
New  YVaterford,  Ohio,  Dr.  Samuel  Grant  Oliphant, 
of  Exeter,  N.  H.,  as  well  as  others,  for  the  infor- 
mation they  have  kindly  aided  me  in  obtaining. 
I  am  yours  truly, 

Byron  A.  Beeson. 


EXPLANATIONS 


To  the  name  of  each  individual  is  attached  a  number.  This 
number  will  indicate  that  individual  wherever  found,  proving  an 
additional  means  of  identification;  necessary  where  names  are  so 
often   repeated. 

The  following  abbreviations  have  been  used-     b.  for  born:  m 
f<>r  married;  d.  tor  died 


BCESON  PAAAILY 


1  Edward  Bf.eson  and  his  wife,  Rachel  Pennington, 
came  to  America,  from  Lancaster.  England,  during 
1682  or  16^4,  among  the  Penn  emigrants,  settling 
near  West  Nottingham.  Chester  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania. Their  ancestors  were  from  Prance  to  Wales 
and  from  Wales  to  England.  Some  time  afterwards 
they  moved  to  Berkley  Countv,  Virginia,  then  a 
pioneer  settlement  of  Quakers. 

The  family  purchased  a  tract  of  land  at  Brandywine, 
New  Castle  County,  Delaware,  now  partly  embraced 
within  the  Ninth  Ward  of  the  city  of  Wilmington. 

Children: 

2  i.  Edward,  m.  Esther  Hall. 

3  ii.  Richard,  m.  Charity  Grubb. 

4  iii.  Isaac,  m.  Ann  Cloud;  removed  to  North  Carolina. 

5  iv.  William,  returned  to  Stoke,  England. 

3  ii.  Richard  Beeson,  son  of  Edward  of  Lancas- 
ter, married  Charity  Grubb.  In  171G  he  resided  at 
Valley  Forge,  and  afterwards  at  West  Nottingham, 
Lacock,  New  Garden,  and  in  1736  at  Hopewell,  Vir- 
ginia, a  meeting  house  some  sixteen  miles  northwest 
of  Martinsburg,  where  there  was  a  strong  Quaker 
settlement.  He  was  a  Quaker  preacher,  changing 
residence  often,  spending  a  part  of  his  time  in  North 
Carolina,  from  which  state  a  letter  is  publish*  d  in 
the    Grubb    family   memoirs   signed   by    Richard   and 
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Charity    Beeson.      The    time    and    place    of    death   is 
unknown. 

Children: 

6  i.  Edward,  of  Berkley  County,  Virginia,  the  father  of  Henry. 

7  ii.  Phebe,  m.  John  Harris. 

8  iii.  Richard,  m.  Ann  Brown. 

9  iv.  John,  m.  Mary  Varnum. 

10  v.  Charity,  m.  Mordicai  Mendenhall. 

6  i.  Edward  Beeson,  of  Martinsburg,  Virginia, 
son  of  Richard  ami  Charity  Beeson,  married  a  widow, 
Stroud. 

Children: 

11  i.  Edward,  inherited  the  Homestead  near  Martinsbuni 

12  ii.  Jacob,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  b.  June  1,  1741. 

13  iii.   Henry,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  b.  May  17,  1743. 

14  iv.  Peter,  of  Pensacola,  Fla. 

15  v.  John,  of  East  Tennessee. 

16  vi.   Richard,  of  Stroud  Station,  Ky.;  in  Revolution. 

17  vii.  Mercer,  of  Covington,  Ky.;  in  Revolution. 

13  iii.  Henry  Beeson,  son  of  Edward  of  Berkley 
Count}',  Virginia,  married  Mary  Martin,  daughter  of 
William  Martin  of  Louden  County,  Virginia,  and 
moved  to  Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year 
1766,  on  pack  horses,  having  come  over  the  Braddock 
road  from  Martinsburg.  He  built  the  first  grist  mill 
in  that  county.  In  1  77t>  he  laid  out  a  village  on  his 
land,  which  became  the  county  seat  and  was  called 
Beeson  town  for  many  years  in  honor  of  its  founder, 
but  afterwards  changed  to  Uniontown.  The  lots  were 
disposed  of  on  the  day  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence was  signed,  there  bring  fifty-four  lots  in  the 
original   plat.      Me  died   at   his  residence,  Mt.   Pleas- 
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ant,  Ohio,  February  22,  1819,  and  his  wife  Mary 
died  in  summer  of  1820.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
William  Martin,  who  lived  to  be  104  years  old.  The 
Martins  were  from  Ireland. 

Children: 

18  i.  Jesse,  b.  Dec.  6,  1767;  d.  March  23,  1826,  Uniontown,  Pa. 

19  ii.  Jacob,  b.  April  23,  1769;  d.  Feb.  13,  1820,  Uniontown.  Pa. 

20  iii.  Mary.  b.  Oct.  18,  1770;  d. ,  1788. 

21  iv.  William,  b.  Oct.  15,  1772;  d.  Nov.  8,  1840,  Stark  Co.,  O. 

22  v.  Richard,  b.  Dec.  29,  1773;  d.  May  9,  1856,  Fairfield.  O. 

23  vi    Henry,  b.  March  29,  1776;  d.  Jan.  20.  1832,  Uniontown, Pa. 

24  vii.  Anna,  b.  July  1,  1777;  d.  Nov.  10,  1860,  Mt.  Pleasant,  O. 

25  viii.  Hannah,  b.  May  22,  1778;  d.  Dec.  2,  1838,  South  Bend, 
Ind. 

26  ix.  John,  b.  April  22,  1781;  d.  March  10,  1869,  Oaktield.  Wis. 

27  x.  Rebecca  Brown,  b,  June  4,  1783;  d.  July  7,  1855,  Mt. 
Pleasant,  O. 

2S  xi.  Phebe  Schooley,  b.  May  20,  1785;  d.  Feb.  15,  1870,  Mt. 
Union,  O. 

29  xii.  Charity  Flanner,  b.  Aug;.  3,  1791;  d.  Feb  13,  1S67,  Mt. 
Pleasant,  O. 

22  v.  Richard  Bef.son,  my  grandfather,  emigrated 
to  Columbianna  County,  Ohio,  in  1801.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  first  Ohio  legislature  in  1803  and 
1S04  while  the  Capitol  was  at  Chillicothe.  He  rode 
on  horseback  going  to  and  coming  from  the  seat  of 
government,  a  distance  of  nearly  two  hundred  miles 
through  a  new  and  wooded  country.  Fie  married 
Ann  Oliphant  at  Middleton,  monthly  meeting  of 
Friends,  Columbianna  Conntv,  Ohio,  in  hse>4,  She 
was  born  October  11,  1.785.  Her  ancestors  were 
from  Scotland  and  England  and  settled  in  Louden 
County,  Virginia.  He  died  May  \K  1856,  in  his 
eigthy-third  year,   at    the    old    homestead,    and    was 
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buried  in  the  Middletown  graveyard.     She  died  .April 
2G,   1S7S,  age  93;   buried  at  Middletown,  Ohio. 
Children: 

30  i.  Elizabeth,  b.  August  27,  1S05;  m.  Pierce  Thompson, 
September?],  is-.':;-,  d.  Feb.  3,  IS87,  near  Salem  Center,  O.  age  Si. 
died  near  the  same  place  in  tiie  fall  of  1847. 

31  ii.  MARY,  b  February  5,  1807;  d.  March  9,  1877.  age  70,  at 
New  VVaterford;  burried  at  Middleton;  unmarried. 

32  iii.  Rebecca,  b.  May  S,  1808;  m.  Joseph  Lynch;  d.  Dec.  5. 
1892,  age  84;  buried  at  Damascus,  O.     He  died  Sept.  9,  lt>93 

}}  iv.  Henry,  b.  June  (I,  1809  m.  Ruth  Cope,  March  17S  1S31; 
d.    Nov.  11,  1S55;  buried   at   Albion,   la.     She  died  a  year  later. 

34  v.  Ann,  b.  March  14,  1811;  m.  Zimri  Engle;  d.March  16,1S72; 
Goshen,  O.     He  died  Nov    1,  1S90. 

35  vi.  Rachel,  b.  May  13,  I814,m.  John  Smith;  d.  July  6,  1854: 
buried  at  West  Grove,  Ind 

36  vii.  Samuel  (my  father),  b.  Nov.  i),  1815;  m.  Martha  Smith. 

37  viii.  Richard  Holmes,  b.  Sept.  21,  1S17:  m.  Rebecca  Heald; 
d.  Jan.  10,  1888;  buried  at  Hickory  Grove,  la  She  died  Jan.  10, 
1804;  buried  at    West  Branch,  Iowa. 

38  ix.  Jacob,  b.  Aug.  1,  1819;  d.  Aug  15,  1S20.  buried  at  Mid- 
dleton, O. 

39  x.  EPHRAIM,  b.  April  17,  1822;  d.  Oct.  2,  1843;  buried  at 
Salem,  Henry  Co.,  la. 

-10  xi.  JOHN  OLIPHANT,  b.  July  :;l,  1S20;  m.  Rosaltha  Heacock. 
May  II,  1S(J8. 

ti  x ii  Mani.on  Bennett,  b.  Jan.  9,  1S30  m.  Serepta  Guy;  d. 
•March  6,  t885,  at  New  VVaterford,  U. 

in  the  year  1854,  Henry  Beeson,  sou  of  Richard, 
[--  i']who  was  the  sou  of  Henry,  [lo  iii]  who  was 
the.  son  ot  Edward,  [li  i]  who  was  the  son  of  Rich- 
ard, [;;  ii]  who  was  a  brother  of  Isaac,  [4  iii]  moved 
to  Marshall  County,  Iowa,  and  there  met  Seth  Bee- 
son  s  family,  who  were  descendants  ol  Isaac  Beeson, 
[-i  iii]     who   moved   to    North  Carolina. 

1  '  '■'■■    year  Lsuo,  Frank  Beeson.  the  -  m  ol   [oseph 
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Beeson,  who  was  the  son  of  Henry  who  moved  to 
Iowa  in  1*54,  w^s  married  to  Mollie  Beeson,  grand- 
daughter of  Seth  Beeson.    " 

In  other  words,  306  years  after  the  first  family 
came  to  America,  their  descendants,  with  no  more 
blood  relation  than  would  be  in  the  eighth  gener- 
ation, were  married. 

Samuel  Oliphant,  my  great  grandfather  on  my 
father's  mother's  side,  was  from  the  family  of  Oli- 
phants  of  Scotland.  He  was  a  son  of  Ephraim,  who 
was  a  son  of  Duncan  Oliphant. 

Dr.  Samuel  Grant  Oliphant,  of  Exeter,  New  Hamp- 
shire, says: 

"David,  the  first  Oliphant  mentioned  in  history,  was  noted  for 
his  heroism  in  1142.  Some  of  the  Oliphants  were  Justicians 
(Judges)  of  Scotland,  the  highest  office  save  the  crown. 

Sir  William  Oliphant  was  perhaps  t lie  greatest  man  of  the  name 
on  account  of  immortal  fame  won  by  his  gallant  defense  of  Ster- 
ling Castle  in  ljo4.  His  son,  Walter,  married  the  daughter  of 
King  Robert  Bruce.  The  Oliphants  were  noted  for  their  devotion 
and  loyalty  to  the  Jacobite  cause  " 

He  further  says: 

"The  earliest  American  ancestry  was  a  Duncan  Oliphant,  who 
emigrated  from  Scotland  to  New  Jersey  in  about  1690  or  1700. 
His  children  were  David,  John,  Ephraim.  James,  Margaret,  Mary 
and  Ann.  Of  these  we  have  no  trace  except  David,  the  eldest.  He 
had  children:  Jonathan.  Hosea,  John,  and  probably  others. 
Jonathan  was  a  captain  in  the  Second  New  Jersey  Regiment  during 
the  Revolutionary  War.  He  was  a  Quaker,  but  a  fighting  one. 
lie  was  Samuel  Grant  Oliphant's  great  grandfather. 

There  was  also  a  David  and  an  Alexander  i  (liphant  in  the  Conti- 
nental War.     Both  from  South  Carolina." 

My  great  grandfather.  Samuel  Oliphant,  is  reported 
to  me  to  have  come  from  Englant  to  Louden  County, 
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Virginia,  and   thence  to  Ohio.      He   died   January  l!7, 
1851,  aged  ninety  odd  years. 

His  wife,  Elizabeth  Holmes,  married  for  her  first 
husband,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Harris. 

Children: 

i.  Mary,  m  Samuel  Whitacer. 
ii.   Hannah,  m.  John  Penic. 
iii.   Levi,  m.  Tabitha  Hackworth. 
iv.  Jonah,  m.  Hannah  Beeson. 

She  married  for  her  second  husband,  Great  Grand- 
father Samuel  Oliphant.  She  died  at  her  son's 
(Samuel)  home  near  Salem,  Ohio,  January  6,  1884, 
aged  more  than  ninety  years. 

Children:  : 

i.  Rachel,  m.  Caleb  Cogill. 

ii.  Ann,  (my  grandmother)  m.  Richard  Beeson. 

iii.   Rebecca,  m   Ebenezer  Allnian. 

iv.  Samuel,  m.  Rachel  Heald;  d.  April  7,  IS  Hi 

v.  Ephraim,  m.  Elizabeth  Heald;  d.  Sept.  6,  1373,  a<e  79. 

Richard  Aten,  my  great  great  grandfather  on 
mother's  mother's  side,  was  a  native  of  New  Holland. 
His  name  in  Dutch  was  Derrick  Otter. 

Richard  Aten,  my  great  grandfather,  son  of  Rich- 
ard Aten  of  New  Holland,  married  Joanna  Quick, 
a  Welch  lady  and  a  painter  by  profession.  She  was 
a  fine  looking  woman,  possessed  of  great  firmness 
and  business  qualifications. 

Children: 

i.  Abigail,  b.  May  26,  I7S1;  m    Bird 


ii.    Hester     / 


"wins;  b    lu'.v  27.  1783,  Sussex  < 


iii.    Joanna  )      was  mv  irrandmother. 
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Richard  Aten  died  and  his  widow  married  Win. 
Driskell;  they  had  one  son  whom  they  called  Will- 
iam, born  August  14,  17i,'7.  Her  second  husband 
died  and  she  married  a  Mr.  Gunsaulus;  they  had  one 
boy,  Samuel,  born  January  13,  1802.  Her  third 
husband  died  and  she  married  a  Air.  Martin.  She 
died  May  5,  1822,  age  sixty  years  five  months  and 
nineteen  days. 

Joseph  Smith,  my  grandfather,  son  of  Thomas 
and  Rachel  Smith,  was  born  December  22,  1776. 
He  died  August  l(j,  1823.  Joanna  Aten  was  his 
second  wife. 

Children: 

i.   Rachel,  b.  May  23,  1803;  d.  Sept.  16,  1803. 

ii.  Sarah,  b.  Aug.  2S,  1804;  m.  Caleb  Fowler;  cl.  Jan.  9,  1881, 
ai^e  seventy-six  years  four  months  and  eleven  days. 

iii.  Elizabeth,  b  Nov  ll,  1806;  m.  first,  Jesse  James,  second, 
Thomas  Leach;  d.  Dec.  l,  1891,  age  eighty-live  years  and  nineteen 
days. 

iv.  Susan,  b.  Dec.  10,  1808;  m.  Chalkley  McArtor;  d.  March 
3,  189S,  East  Fairfield,  U.  aged  eighty-nine  years,  two  months  and 
twenty-three  days. 

v.  Phoebe,  b.  Dec.  25,  1810;  m.  John  Allen;  d.  Sept.  14,  1882. 
age  seventy-one  years  eight  months  and  nineteen  days;  buried  at 
Albion,  Iowa. 

vi.  John  S.,  b.  Oct.  7,  1812;  m.  first,  Rachel  Beeson,  second 
Martha  Frame. 

v ii.  Erou'ND,  b.  Nov.  1,  IS14;  m.  Eliza  Dutton;  d.  July  11, 
1853,  age  thirty-eight  years  eight  months  and  seven  days;  buried 
at  West  Grove,  Ind. 

viii.  Thomas  J.,  b  Oct.  21.  1816;  m  Martha  J.  Dixon  at  St. 
Louis.  Mo.;  d.  July  2,  1S49,  Cairo,  1!!.,  of  yellow  lever,  age  thirty- 
two  years  eight  months  and  eleven  days.  He  was  prominent  in 
the  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  was  taken  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and 
buried  in  the  odd  Eell"ws'  grounds. 
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ix.  Henry,  b.  Sept.  18,  ISIS;  d  Aug.  15,  1843,  in  Arkansas,  age 
twenty-four  years  ten  months  and  twenty-seven  days. 

x.  Martha,  (my  mother)  b.  June  20,  1820;  m.  Samuel  Beeson. 
April  6.  1S37. 

xi.  David  H.,b.  July  18,  1823;  m.  first,  Mary  Cannon,  second. 
Mrs.  Louisa  Thurston  (divorced),  third,  Mrs.  Lucretia  Thompson. 

After  Grandfather  Smith's  death  my  grandmother 
married  Joseph  Dutton.  She  died  February  17, 
183s,  aged  fifty-four  years  six  months  and  twenty 
days.  

36  vii.  Samuel  Beeson,  my  father,  son  of  Richard 
[22  v]  and  Ann  Beeson,  was  born  one  and  one-half 
miles  south  of  Now  Waterford,  O.,  on  Big  Bull  Creek 
and  near  Beeson's  Mill.  He  was  born  November  9, 
1815.  My  mother,  Martha  Smith,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Joanna  Smith,  was  born  at  Ohioville,  Beaver 
County,  Pennsylvania,  June  20,  1.820. 

Samuel  Beeson  and  Martha  Smith,  both  members 
of  the  Friends  Church,  were  married  in  Beaver 
County,  Pennsylvania,  Aprd  6,  1837,  and  because 
they  married  out  of  church  were  dealt  with  by  the 
church  and  their  names  dropped  from  the  church 
book,  thereby  losing  to  us  our  church  birthright. 

Children: 

42  i.   Bypon   Allen,  b.    Feb.   2<),    1838;    m.    Emily    I'lrey.    April  ■*' 

•,><;,  1864. 

4:!  ii.  Sapah  Ann,  b.  Nov.  15,  1830;  m.  ira  R.  Arney.        * 
11  Hi.  Wilson  Bruce,  b.  Aug   12,  1841;  m.  Hannah  Binford   - 
(.">  iv.   Ann    Elizabeth,  b.  July    18,    1843;  in.   first,  Lemert  Van 

Voorhes,  second,  Rev.  F.  Walden. 

Ifi  v.  Rachel  Ursula,  b.  June  1,  1814;  m.   first,  Wm.  Patterson 

(divorced),  second,  W.  A    Weatherly;  d.  Sept.  :;.  I.ss3;  buried  at 

Albion,  la. 

17  vi    Susanna  Annetta,  b.  May  IT  18-Hi:    m.    Thnmas    I.   Mc- 

Kibben. 
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48  vii.  CHALKLEY  McArtor,  b.  April  24,  1S4S;  m.  Ida  Gauzes 

49  viii.  Martha  Jane,  b.  July  9,  1850;  d.  Sept.  30,  1851;  buried 
at  West  Grove,  Jay  Co.,  Ind. 

50  ix.   Atlantic  ().,  b.  Feb.  15,  1852;  d.   May  13,  1857;  buried 
at  Albion,  la. 

51  x.  Lewis  Ja.mes,  b.  March  G,  1856;  m.  Sarah  Ann  Hauser.  ]/ 

52  xi.  Mary  Annis,  b.  June  IS',  1859;  m.  Wesley  Dixon,  y 

53  xii    Laura  Vituka,  b.  May  9,  ISG1;  m.  Wm    Lybarger.i/^ 
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Ml?.  AND  MRS.  SAMUEL  BEESON  Or  LISCOMB 
CELEBRATE  5IXTIETI I  ANNIVERSARY 

[From  Marshalltmvn  Reflector]  \ 

When  we  hear  of  a  golden  wedding  we  think  it  is  indeed  a  great 
occasion  and  one  to  be  celebrated,  for  very  few  walk  together  for 
half  a  century.  Still  rarer  is  it  to  find  those  who  have  passed  the 
fiftieth  anniversary.  Such  times  are  tit  for  the  home-coming  of  all 
the  children,  those  who  have  gone  out  to  make  homes  for  them- 
selves and  their  children,  and  yet  who  will  never  forget  the  old 
home  where  they  were  the  little  ones.  Such  an  anniversary  was 
celebrated  in  Liscomb,  Tuesday,  April  (*>,  1807,  in  honor  of  the  sixty 
years  that  had  passed  since  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Beeson  were 
married.  For  months,  or  even  years,  this  day  had  been  looked 
forward  to  and  plans  for  a  suitable  celebration  made.  Even  the 
weather  clerk  seemed  to  have  done  his  share,  for  the  sunny 
spring  day,  after  the  cold  and  rain,  seemed  especially  made  for 
some  holiday.  All  of  the  children  living — nine  in  number — were 
present,  and  a  goodly  share  of  the  grandchildren  and  great  grand- 
children. Some  of  them  had  not  seen  each  other  for  years,  and 
many  had  not  been  together  since  the  celebration  at  the  golden 
wedding,  ten  years  before  For  days  the  guests  had  been  arriving, 
and  Tuesday  the  trains  were  crowded  with  relatives  and  friends.  A 
hearty  welcome  was  given  all  the  out-of-town  guests  at  the  house, 
which  was  soon  taxed  to  its  greatest  capacity.  A  photographer 
was  present  and  pictures  of  the  family  and  guests  were  taken.  At 
noon  a  deiicious  lap  luncheon  was  served  before  the  program  of 
the  afternoon  was  given.  It  was  necessary  to  hold  this  in  the 
church  to  accommodate  all  the  friends,  and  it  was  not  large 
enough.  The  young  people  had  been  busily  at  work  decorating, 
and  the  result  was  very  pleasing.  Over  the  altar  was  the  word 
"Welcome,"  with  ribbon  beneath  tied  in  a  true  lover's  knot  and 
interwoven  with  the  dates  '-is:;?  and  1897,"  while  the  pulpit  was 
all  bright  with  cut  flowers  and  blooming  plants. 


W.  D.  Mills  presided  at  the  meeting  and  the  following  interest- 
ing program  was  rendered: 

Music — Orchestra 

Invocation — Rev.  J.  Montgomery 

Song~"The  OKI  Homestead"— The  nine  children 

Welcome— H.  H.  Wilson 

Response— Rev.  13.  A.  Wilkinson 

Medley— Orchestra 

Address— Ira  Arney 

Vocal  Quartet    Will  Lybarger,  Chas.  and  W.  Arney,  C.  Bosworth 

F'iano  Solo  — Carl  Beeson 

Recitation-  Miss  Turiaunus  Beeson 

Address  -Charles  Arney 

Song— Mrs.  Roxy  Beeson-Hill 

"Then  and  Now— 13  >7-lS')7"— .Miss  Mae  Beeson 

Lullaby— Dora  and  Nella  Beeson 

"Thoughts"'— Mrs.  Ira  Arney 

Remarks  -J.  D.  Smith 

Club  Swinging—  Emmett  Beeson 

Duet— L.  J.  Beeson  and  son  Carl 

A  Letter  from  Mother  -  Read  by  Mrs.  T.  J.  McKibben 

Quartet—  Mrs.  Mary  Dixon,  Mr.  and  AUs.  Lybarger,  L.  .1.  Beeson 

Remarks— Judge  Smith 

Trio— W.  Arney,  W.  Lybarger,  C.  Bosworth 

Geneology— B.  A.  Beeson 

Benediction  — Rev.  II.  H.  Abrams 

All  of  the  speeches  were  much  enjoyed,  as  they  recalled  old 
times  and  pleasures,  and  many  beautiful  tributes  were  paid  to  the 
lives  and  good  deeds  of  the  bride  and  her  goom.  It  was  to  be 
remarked  that  so  many  of  the  family  were  musical,  each  one  being 
able  to  sing  or  play-  The  orchestra  was  composed  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Chalk  Beeson,  their  son  Merritt  and  two  cousins,  Samuel  and 
George  Beeson.  The  song  by  the  nine  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Beeson  was  much  enjoyed,  and  for  an  encore  they  sang  "Home, 
Sweet  Home."  Anyone  who  has  ever  heard  Mrs.  Hill  sing  will 
know  how  well  her  selection  was  enjoyed.  Her  encore  was  very 
appropriate,  being  "There's  a  Baby,  Now,  at  (  )ur  House,"  and  as 
she  sang  the  hush-a-hy  chorus  one  of  tiie  aunts  held  up  for  view, 
the  singer's  three-months-old  boy  -the  youngest  member  of  Hie 
entire  family.  The  geneology  had  been  carefully  prepared  by  B. 
A.  Beeson,  and  was  very  interesting,  tracing  the  family  back  over 
four  hundred  years,  while  they  yet  lived  in  the  old  countries. 
Samuel  Beeson  was  born  near  New    Waterford,  0.,   in   November, 
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1815,  and  was  married  April  <>,  1  s:; 7.  to  Martha  Smith,  who  was 
then  17.  They  had  been  raised  as  Quakers,  but  for  years  they 
have  been  members  of  the  Christian  church,  being  among  the 
charter  members  at  Liseomb,  where  they  have  lived  forty-three 
years.  They  have  had  twelve  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living, 
and  all  were  present.  They  have  had  forty-five  grandchildren,  and 
nine  great-grandchildren.  As  for  their  friends,  they  can  not  be 
numbered,  for  the  many  years  of  their  lives  have  been  very  useful 
to  others. 

A  number  of  letters  of  regret  at  not  being  able  to  be  present  were 
read,  and  telegrams  were  received  from  Mrs.  Jennie  Whipple,  of 
Salt  Lake  City,  and  Miss  Martha  Beeson  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur 
Warner  of  Pocatello,  Idaho.  The  children  present  were  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  and  their  families:  B.  A.  Beeson,  of  Des  A\oineS; 
I.  R.  Arney  of  Lake  City;  W.  B.  Beeson,  of  Marshalltown;  C.  M. 
Beeson  of  Dodge  City,  Kan.;  William  Lybarger,  of  Marshalltown; 
L.  J.  Beeson,  of  Burlington:  T.  J.  McKibben,  of  Liseomb;  also 
Mrs.  F.  Walden,  of  Zillah,  Wash.,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Dixon,  of  lantha, 
Mo.  The  ether  guests  from  abroad  were:  D.  H.  Smith  and  wife, 
of  West  Liberty:  J.  D.  Smith  and  wife  of  Camden,  [nd.;  J.  R.  Hill 
and  family,  of  Des  Moines;  C.  E.  Arney  and  family,  of  f'ocatello, 
Idaho:  Richard  Beeson  and  wife,  of  Worthington,  Minn.;  Lemert 
Van  Voorhies  and  family,  of  Salt  Lake  City;  H.  M.  Beeson  and 
family,  of  Albion;  E.  Patterson,  of  La  Moille;  0.  R.  Meredith  and 
wife,  of  Des  Moines;  Judge  Smith,  of  Albion;  J.  L.  Herbert,  of 
Le  Grand;  Van  Wilson  and  wife,  of  Hubbard;  Rev.  J.  Montgomery, 
J.  B.  Rolston  and  wife,  J.  B.  Cripps  and  wife,  0.  R.  Marsh  and 
wife  and  F.  Whealen,  of  Albion;  Mrs.  W.  A.  Morgan,  of  Des  Moines; 
Wallace  Arney  and  family,  W.  D.  Mills  and  family.  John  Dixon  and 
wife,  A.  Allison,  Hugh  McConnell  and  wife,  G.  A.  Turner.  Dr.  W. 
P.  Galloway,  John  Galloway  and  wife.  H.  H.  Abrams.  Mesdames 
J..seph  Holmes.  B.  0.  Rhoades  and  M.  K.  HufFaker,  and  Miss  Grace 
Hixon,  all  of  Marshalltown. 

Another  reunion  of  Hie  family  was  held  Wednesday  at  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Beeson,  of  this  city.  All  the  relatives  were 
present  and  the  pleasures  of  the  day  before  were  enjoyed  a^ain 
before  they  should  all  separate  to  their  different  homes. 


